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Marine Geophysical Study 1o Explore the Seafloor Bathymetry and Geological Features
at the Iragi Comdors, Northwestern Arabian Gulf
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Ahbreviations

AG Arabian Gulf

FGP Al-Faw Cirand Poit
MBES Mulii-beam echosounder
SHP Sub-bottom profile

5585 Side-scan sonar
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I. Fmiroduction

I, lran, Kuwait, Sandi Amhiz, Bahrasin, Cuar,
and UAE have important strategic coastal locations
and geo-economics. Thus, studying their peomor-
phologicsl snd fectomic. systems ond  cossts
overlooking the Ambian Culfl (AG) s mporant.
Only a part of the Gulf coast has permament waler
inbets from the Shatt Al-Arsb River, fat debta of Shat
Al-Arab. sub-tide] fius. subsqueous gollics. sub-
sgueous  distributanies, Khors, or lagoons inland
These pull countries acoount for maore than 65% of
the annual intemational oil trade, mostly relying on
the morine coasts, and oil is trmnsported theough paorts
and shipping overseas. Moreower, the Iregi coast is
approximatcly 64 km loag. Despite its small size
compared with Kowait and Iran with coastlines of
500 and 2000 km., respectively, its cosst is still an
impartant coestling for shipping and trding purposes
for Irg. Thuos the AlFaw Grand Port (FGF) has
guined mativation for development. The sdvantage of
this port is very important o Img becaose it s the
largest in the region. This port is planned 10 contain
99 herths for herthing and launching of ships, in
addition 10 an oil refinery and other berths for the
export of crade oil and ofl derivatives, with an inte-
and others. However, we fuced difficultics from the
government snd companics 10 carmy oul marine sur-
veys in the area. The importance of the geographical
location of Irsq in general, and Basra in particular,
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